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The Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia (IPRIA) was established in March 2002 as an initiative of IP Australia. IPRIA was established to increase the understanding, creation, use and exploitation of intellectual property by Australian organisations and individuals. Today, it is a leading network of scholars that works closely with industry and government on issues critical to all varieties of IP rights, creativity and innovation.





Read our Overview
IPRIA Overview
The Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia (IPRIA) was established in March 2002 as an initiative of IP Australia.  IPRIA was established to increase the understanding, creation, use and exploitation of intellectual property by Australian organisations and individuals.  The focus is to move understanding and engagement with intellectual property from a technical to a strategic consideration.  Intellectual property in this context is broader than formal intellectual property rights and includes the management of knowledge, personnel and intangible assets.
The Institute is a collaborative research centre located at the University of Melbourne that has received significant funding from IP Australia.  The core faculties are the Melbourne Law School, Melbourne Business School and the Faculty of Business and Economics.
IPRIA's objectives are to:
	support and generate development of high-level public policy in relation to intellectual property issues;
	optimise the protection, management and exploitation of intellectual property by all Australian stakeholders, including research institutions, public and private sector interests; and
	help create an informed environment for, and contribute to, on-going public debate in Australia about intellectual property issues and related matters, including innovation policy and economic growth.






    
    
        

 

  	
		 
		   
		 
      
        Staff

                
            We currently have a team of Director and Deputy Director located at Melbourne Law School.
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        Associates

                
            We work with a number of Associates from the Melbourne Law School, Melbourne Business School and the Faculty of Business and Economics as well as external research partners.
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        Advisory Board

        
               
            The Advisory Board represents the key external stakeholders in IPRIA.
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Join the Mailing List

    
    

    
             
            Creators’ Rights: Visiting Fellowships for early career scholars at Melbourne Law School

            THE IPRIA FELLOWSHIPS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
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            Annual Reports

            IPRIA Annual Reports provide details about the many achievements, events and research activities undertaken at the Institute.
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            Visitors

            There are two main avenues for research visitors to IPRIA: through teaching in the specialist teaching program in the Melbourne Law Masters, or taking part in the Visiting Scholar Program. IPRIA  welcomes proposals from academics and practitioners in all areas of intellectual property, including interdisciplinary work drawing on a wide range of social and cultural research.
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            Designs Law and Practice

            Design within Australia and how Australia compares to its international peers
A joint research project of IP Australia, and the Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia (IPRIA) at The University of Melbourne.
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            Centre Activities

            IPRIA runs a series of seminars, conferences, workshops and roundtables throughout the year. For an overview of our recent events follow the link below.
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        Research Partners

                
            IPRIA has been generously supported by our Research Partners.
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        Research Projects

                
            Staff associated with IPRIA are involved in a number of major research projects.
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IP Provocations is made with the support of IP Australia - we’re grateful to have had the opportunity to ask such broad ranging questions about the patent system to such interesting people, and get so many surprising answers. The IP Provocations team had full academic freedom in designing these conversations, and the views expressed are those of the individual speakers.
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                    This podcast is a project of IPRIA, the Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia, and had additional support from Melbourne Law School and Sydney Law School. The music was composed and recorded by Nina Buchanan. The hosts are Professors Rebecca Giblin and Kimberlee Weatherall, and research support was provided by barrister Amy Surkis. The producer is Greta Robenstone. Anders Furze filled in all the remaining gaps.
This podcast was produced on stolen land - sovereignty was never ceded. Always was, always will be, Aboriginal land.
Original music for IP Provocation was created by Nina Buchanan

            



[image: Listen on spotify]


Your hosts
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                     Rebecca Giblin

                
        ARC Future Fellow Director, Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia (IPRIA)

        

        
         
           Rebecca Giblin (she/her) is an ARC Future Fellow and Professor at Melbourne Law School, and the Director of the Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia. Her work sits at the intersection of law and culture, focusing on creators’ rights, access to knowledge and culture, technology regulation and copyright.

Giblin’s books include Code Wars (2011) and What if we could reimagine copyright? (with Professor Kimberlee Weatherall, 2017). Her newest book, Chokepoint Capitalism, (co-authored with Cory Doctorow, 2022) explains how Big Tech and Big Content captured creative labour markets, and how we can take them back.
 
                View profile
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                     Kimberlee Weatherall

                
        Professor, The University of Sydney Law School

        

        
         
           Kimberlee is a Professor of Law at the University of Sydney focusing on the regulation of technology and intellectual property law, and a Chief Investigator with the ARC Centre of Excellence for Automated Decision-Making and Society. She is a Fellow at the Gradient Institute, a research institute developing ethical AI, and a research affiliate of the Humanising Machine Intelligence group at the Australian National University, and a co-chair of the Australian Computer Society’s Advisory Committee on AI Ethics.
 
                View profile

    


                      



      

      
        




    
        
            Episode #6 // The wrap-up 
        
    
    
        
            In the season one finale of IP Provocations, we’re joined by barrister Amy Surkis to reflect on the series and ponder what we’ve learned. Amy is an expert IP barrister and was our stellar research assistant this season. We chat about what has surprised us and stuck with us from across the series. In particular, we unpack the interplay between patent systems, and broader socio-economic systems, and the extent to which patent laws replicate existing inequalities. How does the patent system act as a feedback loop, rewarding wealth and privilege with more wealth and privilege? And what can we do about it?

        
        
       
     
  
       
        
        
         





    
        
            Episode #5 // On Australia's First inventors - and living sustainably together
        
    
    
        
            In this very special episode of IP Provocations, Rebecca and Kim talk to Larissa Behrendt about First Nations innovation - and what we can learn from the people who lived sustainably in the land now known as Australia for over 65,000 years.

Drawing upon the themes of Behrendt’s new documentary series The First Inventors, Behrendt speaks about how First Nations’ technologies can tackle climate change, and how Indigenous storytelling, governance and kinship systems are integral to First Nations innovation. She talks about First Nations invention as an entire system of cultural knowledges and understandings sitting outside the Western IP system, and how The First Inventors highlights best practice, Indigenous-led research collaboration.

        
        
       
     
  
       
        
        
         





    
        
            Episode #4 // Greed v Need: Does the patent system incentivise the right things? Part Two
        
    
    
        
            In part 2 of this extended conversation with activist Achal Prabhala and the WTO’s Tony Taubman, we pick up where we left off, asking if the approach taken to the Medicines Patent Pool could also be used to drive our response to the climate emergency. 

We then tackle a host of thorny patent issues. Should we focus on the distribution of knowledge, and not just generating more of it? Just how bad is the problem of patent trolls? Why are Moderna and Pfizer facing messy legal disputes over the IP behind COVID-19 vaccines? What did the controversial TRIPS waiver actually do? And what are the limits of patents in incentivising innovation?

        
        
       
     
  
       
        
        
         





    
        
            Episode #3 // Greed v Need: Does the patent system incentivise the right things? Part One
        
    
    
        
            This episode’s guests are Antony Taubman Director of the Intellectual Property, Government Procurement and Competitive Division of the World Trade Organisation (WTO)and Senior Fellow at the Melbourne Law School, and Achal Prabhala, a Bangalore-based activist, writer, researcher and filmmaker.

Our chat centres around the pharmaceutical industry. How are skewed incentives prioritising the lives of rich people over poor people? How is the patent system like high jumping?  What impact is the UN’s Medicines Patent Pool having on equalising access to medicine? And are universities falling into the trap of seeing patents as the most important validation of their research agenda?

        
        
       
     
  
       
        
        
         





    
        
            Episode #2 // Inventors are white men - or are they? Patents, race and gender
        
    
    
        
            In 2022, just 1.8 per cent of Australian patent applications were by all-women teams, but half were all-male teams, according to research from Dr Vicki Huang.
In this episode of IP Provocations, we dig into the question of who the system recognises as inventors, and who it excludes. What is the correlation between patent protection and racial violence? Why is the stereotypical image of an inventor so often a white man like Thomas Edison or Elon Musk? And if the patent system excludes certain types of knowledge while favouring others, is it really doing its job of ensuring we all benefit from great ideas?
This episode’s guests are Dr Anjali Vats Associate Professor of Law, with a secondary appointment in Communication, at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law and Dr Jessica Lai Associate Professor in the School of Accounting and Commercial Law at the Victoria University of Wellington.

        
        
       
     
  
       
        
        
         





    
        
            Episode #1 // Is patent law writing cheques it can’t cash?
        
    
    
        
            In this first episode of IP Provocations, we drill experts Janet Freilich and John Liddicoat about the extent to which the promises patent law makes match up with what happens in practice. Is the system working as it’s supposed to? Are patents incentivising the types of innovation we want most? Do we still see scientific breakthroughs without them? What would happen if every patent was actually enforced? And why on earth do people go to the effort of maintaining patents long after they realise the invention they’re protecting is useless?
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                            Larissa Behrendt
                              

        
            Episode 5
        

                
          Larissa Behrendt is a Eualeyai/Kamillaroi woman. She is an award-winning author and filmmaker, a lawyer and the Professor of Law and Director of Research at the Jumbunna Institute for Indigenous Education and Research at the University of Technology, Sydney. She is the host of ABC Radio National show Speaking Out. She is the director of The First Inventors, a four-part series that tells the story of First Nations innovation.
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                            Janet Freilich
                              

        
            Episode 1
        

                
          Janet Freilich is a Professor of Law at Fordham University. Prior to entering academia, she practiced as a patent litigator and prosecutor.
image courtesy of Janet Freilich
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                            Jessica Lai
                              

        
            Episode 2
        

                
          Dr Jessica Lai is Associate Professor in the School of Accounting and Commercial Law at the Victoria University of Wellington. She is the author of Patent Law and Women: Tackling Gender Bias in Knowledge Governance (2022, Routledge), which analyses the gendered nature of patent law and the knowledge governance system it supports.
image courtesy of Jessica Lai
        

                
                
              


      
        
                             
                    [image: Image for John Liddicoat]
                                    
        
                            John Liddicoat
                              

        
            Episode 1
        

                
          Dr John Liddicoat is senior lecturer in law at King’s College, London. He is particularly interested in biotechnology and life-sciences, and the role patent law plays incentivising innovation in these areas.
image courtesy of John Liddicoat
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                            Achal Prabhala
                              

        
            Episodes 3 & 4
        

                
          Achal Prabhala is a Bangalore-based activist, writer, researcher and filmmaker. He is the coordinator of the AccessIBSA project, which campaigns for access to medicines in India, Brazil and South Africa.
image courtesy of Achal Prabhala
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                            Antony Taubman
                              

        
            Episodes 3 & 4
        

                
          Antony Taubman is Director of the Intellectual Property, Government Procurement and Competitive Division of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), a position he has held since 2009. He is also a Senior Fellow (Melbourne Law Masters) at the Melbourne Law School.
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                            Anjali Vats
                              

        
            Episode 2
        

                
          Dr Anjali Vats is Associate Professor of Law, with a secondary appointment in Communication, at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. She is the author of The Color of Creatorship: Intellectual Property, Race, and the Making of Americans (Stanford University Press, 2020), which argues that US intellectual property myths are structured by implicit and explicit racialised understandings of who counts as a ‘good’ or ‘bad’ intellectual property citizen, and thus deserves to be rewarded with intellectual property rights.
image courtesy of Anjali Vats
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                    Nina Buchanan
image by Ying Ang
                
                            
                    We commissioned Nina Buchanan to compose original music for our intro and outro. We loved her work so much we wanted to embed the full track here so you could have a listen! If you want to get in touch with Nina, head to her website.

            




      

		      
        Prof Rebecca Giblin appeared on ABC RN Drive with Andy Park to discuss ‘the problem with patents’. You can listen to the full segment on the ABC RN website.
Prof Rebecca Giblin, Prof Kimberlee Weatherall and Anders Furze co-wrote an article for The Conversation on how patents incentivise innovation - and how they don’t. You can read the piece on The Conversation website.

      

		      
        Do you have any comments or questions about what we’ve discussed? We’d love to hear from you! You can leave a voice note or comment on Spotify podcasts, or you can get in touch via Apple podcasts.

      

		
    

  
 
  









IPRIA staff, and faculty members associated with the centre and institute, teach in the degree programs of Melbourne Law School and supervise research students.





The Melbourne JD
Melbourne Law School is Australia's first law school and with experience gained over 150 years continues to be a leader and innovator in teaching the next generation of skilled legal professionals.
Taught at a graduate level, the Melbourne JD equips graduates with the analytical skills and intellectual maturity to take a leading role in contemporary legal practice, the business world, government or community organisations.
Graduating with a law degree from world-renowned Melbourne Law School means that wherever your career takes you, your degree will be recognised as exceptional - both nationally and internationally.
JD students will:
	Join other engaged and enthusiastic students in discussion-based classes and enrich each other's education.
	Build skills for employment in the 21st century by collaborating and interacting with other students in group work.
	Be a part of a tight-knit community of graduates and learn alongside your supportive classmates.
	Have the opportunity to join societies, edit journals, attend public lectures, and participate in cultural events, moots and art competitions.
	Build a network for life through connections to your student peers, Law School alumni, mentors and university staff.

The Melbourne JD is taught over six semesters under the standard three-year structure, with options for flexible study (subject to appovla by the Law School). The curriculum is designed specifically for graduate students, with opportunities to study new and emerging areas of law in a range of specialised topics available as an elective from the Melbourne Law School Masters program. The JD comprises 24 subjects, of which 17 are compulsory. You'll find here comprehensive information on all subjects, how to select subjects for the current year and re-enrol, plus current timetables.
Further information on the Melbourne JD
Melbourne Law Masters
The Melbourne Law Masters is a postgraduate law program of the highest quality that is available for both law and selected non-law graduates.
A suite of general and specialist masters degrees and graduate diplomas offer the opportunity to study at one of the finest law schools in the world. Distinctive features of the Melbourne Law Masters include the expertise of the teaching staff, small class sizes, a diverse student body, a rich blend of national and international perspectives, support services tailored to the needs of graduate students, excellent facilities and an extraordinary range of subjects at the cutting edge of developments in law and legal thinking.
Further information on the Melbourne Law Masters
Master of Intellectual Property Law
Melbourne Law School's specialisation in intellectual property (IP) is one of the largest and most respected specialist IP law programs in the world. Its extensive range of challenging, cutting-edge subjects covers the spectrum of IP protection regimes, and are both practically focused and theoretically rigorous. The majority of the specialisation's subjects are accredited by the Professional Standards Board for Patent and Trade Marks Attorneys (PSB). This program is ideal for those seeking accreditation as a patent and/or trade marks attorney, as well as for those seeking to develop or expand their expertise in intellectual property law generally.
Further information on the Master of Intellectual Property Law
Graduate Research Degrees
The IPRIA welcomes students interested in undertaking a research in a range of legal areas, including media, communications, intellectual property, journalism, contempt, privacy, art and law, and law and economics. The IPRIA may be available to supervise sociological, doctrinal, law and economics, theoretical and empirical research papers.
If you are interested in undertaking a Graduate Research Degree with the IPRIA, please contact us to discuss your proposal.
Further information on the Research Higher Degree program
Breadth Subjects
IPRIA teach in a number of breadth subjects;
Entertainment and Law in the Digital Age
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Past Events
A brief history of previous events.
View More






Postal Address
Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia
 Melbourne Law School 
 The University of Melbourne 
 Victoria 3010 
 Australia.
Location
Melbourne Law School 
 The University of Melbourne 
 185 Pelham Street 
 Carlton Victoria 
 Australia
E ipria-info@unimelb.edu.au 
T +61 3 8344 9970
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  	Support MLS - donate today

    

    Follow MLS
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	LinkedIn
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	YouTube
	Videos
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	Blog


    





            
        

        


    







    



